National Writing Squad Application Form

We’re looking for creative, curious, and passionate young writers who will be aged 16, 17 or 18 in February 2026, to join our brand-new National Writing Squad. We especially welcome applications from young people currently underrepresented in writing and publishing, including:
· those from minority ethnic groups
· young people living in working-class communities, low-income families, or those       
living in areas with limited access to creative opportunities 
· young people with disabilities
· LGBTQA+ young people.  

All personal data is treated in confidence and will only be used for selection and monitoring purposes. 
 
Section 1: About You 

1. Full Name: 
 
2. Date of Birth: 
 
3. Address (including postcode): 
 
4. Email address: 

5. Parent/guardian/nominated teacher email address:
 
6. Phone number (optional): 
 
7. School/College (if applicable): 
 
 
Section 2: Your Writing Sample 

Please attach or paste up to 1000 words of your own, best writing. 
This can be a story, up to 10 poems, a piece of journalism, a monologue—anything that shows your voice and imagination. 

Title of Writing Sample: 
 
 
 
 
(Use additional pages if needed)

 
Section 3: Your Interest in Writing 

8. Why do you want to join the Writing Squad? (Max 200 words)
 
 
 
9. What kind of writing excites you most, and what would you like to learn or try? (Max 200 words) 
 

10. What are your future plans and aspirations as a writer? (Max 200 words)
 
 
 
Section 4: About You (Optional but encouraged) 

We use this section to help us ensure the National Writing Squad is accessible to a wide range of young people. These questions are optional, but your answers help us reach those who have historically had fewer creative opportunities. You may ask for support from a parent/guardian/teacher to complete this section. 

11.How would you describe your gender? 


12.How would you describe your ethnic or cultural background? 



13. Do you have a disability or long-term health condition? 
☐ Yes 
☐ No 
☐ Prefer not to say 

14. Have you ever received Free School Meals?  
☐ Yes 
☐ No 
☐ Not sure 










17. Is there anything else about your background or identity you'd like to share that helps us understand your experiences or barriers you’ve faced? For example, do you live in an area with fewer creative or educational opportunities (museums, theatres or art spaces etc)? (max 200 words)
(Optional) 
 
 
Section 5: Support & Access 
Do you have any access needs or require any support to take part?  (max 200 words)
(e.g. transport support, digital access, quiet spaces, etc.) 
 



 
 
 Checklist Before You Submit 

☐ Completed all required sections. 
☐ Included up to 1000 words of your writing or 10 poems.
☐ Optional: filled in diversity questions. 


Thank you. We’ll be in touch by 30 January 2026.
 
