
Ghost Stories Discussion

Discuss ghost stories with a partner, or as a group. 

What ghost stories do you know?

Make a list below of the things they have in common,

and the things which are different about them.
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Mind map your setting

Create a setting for your ghost story.

Where does your ghost haunt? 

Setting is very important in a ghost story.  

Will you go for something traditional like a graveyard or a

haunted house? Or somewhere less traditional like a library or

an ice-cream van?

In 'Seaglass', the setting is a caravan park which lies between

the woods and the sea. 

Choose your setting and mind map the possibilities for how it

can be used. Start by writing your location in the circle in the

middle, then from there you can write things like rooms, objects,

ideas for what could happen, history of the place...

Think of your senses too.

You can use a larger piece of paper for more room.
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Mind map your setting

Example
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Misty Valley

School

Science lab

Messages carved into

wooden benches

Old part of

school that 

dates back

to 1647 

The Cloakroom

The Music Block

Drafty window that

doesn't close properly

Way for characters

to break in 

during the night?

Unpleasant smells



Mind map your setting
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Create a life for your ghost

Name:

Era in which they lived:

Age at which they died:

How they died:

Are they friendly or scary:

Occupation:

Where they lived:

Their best memory:

Their worst memory:

Their heart’s desire:

Things they love:

Things they hate:

Things they keep secret:

Why they are haunting (Ghosts usually have unfinished

business): 

Any extra details:
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Plan your ghost story

You already have a good idea of your ghost and where your

story will be set. Now you can start thinking of other things,

such as the story line. 

Plan your story by looking at the characters, opening, build-up,

main event and ending.

Tip: Ghost stories build to a main event. Start with a hint of a

ghost, then build from there!
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Plan your ghost story

Characters

Opening
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Plan your ghost story

Build-up

Main event

Ending
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Write your ghost story

Use all the information you have gathered to write your story. 

Use lots of senses to bring your story to life.

Make sure your story builds towards the main event. 

 

Personal experience helps an author. If you are writing a scary

story think about what scares you to inform your writing.

Similarly, If you are writing a funny story think about what

makes you laugh.
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Read your ghost story

Gather together and read your stories to each other.

If your story is meant to be scary you might want to turn off the

lights and use a torch to read by. 

If it is funny you might want to see if your listeners laugh in the

places you expected them to. 

Reading a story out loud can help you to identify where the

story is working and where it needs editing.
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Extra tasks

Do some local research. Are there any stories of ghosts in your

locality? In your family?

Research how ghosts are represented in other countries across

the world. 

Read some ghost stories. There are hundreds to choose from!
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