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	Literature Wales’ Critical Service For Writers
Guidelines 2016-17



The Service
Literature Wales’ Critical Service for Writers enables applicants to have their work read and assessed by an experienced writer. Although friends and relatives are often encouraging, a more objective view can help writers to improve their work.  A Critical Service reader will produce a report of up to 1,000 words which will be critical in the best sense of the term. The reader will be concerned with the literary quality of the work submitted only. Neither applicant nor the reader will know each other's identity.

The views of the reader are theirs alone and do not represent in any way the opinion of Literature Wales. We reserve the right to return work which would be unlikely at this stage to benefit from the Critical Service.

What can the Service help with?
Writers may request a one-off Reader’s Report on a specific piece of unpublished work-in-progress, See below for eligible genres.


Eligibility
Application is open to writers who are resident in Wales throughout the year. Writers whose work in progress is in the Welsh language living outside Wales are also eligible to apply. Questions on eligibility should be addressed to Literature Wales before formal application is made. Applicants may need to provide proof of residency, if requested.

Eligible genres:
· Poetry
· Prose fiction (novels, short stories, fantasy / science fiction) 
· Creative non-fiction, (including biography / autobiography)
· Literary criticism
· Children’s literature
· Young Adult fiction
· Graphic novels

Plays, screenplays and scriptwriting are not eligible for this service.
Children’s picture books and educational books are not eligible for this service.

Unpublished manuscripts are accepted for the Critical Service. Published or printed and bound work is not eligible.

How the Critical Service for Writers works
The service is available throughout the year, subject to available funding. Applicants may use the service once during any twelve month period. 

FEE STRUCTURE 2016-17

POETRY
Up to 300 lines of poetry: £45
Each additional 100 lines: £15
Maximum: 600 lines. 

PROSE – Fiction / Biography / Autobiography
£50 for up to 200 pages, and an additional £20 for every 100 pages thereafter. e.g.
£70 for up to 300 pages
£90 for up to 400 pages (maximum 400 pages).
Short stories:
Up to 5,000 words: £50
Additional 2,000 words: £10

Children’s fiction / Young Adult fiction
Up to 4,000 words: £40
Each additional 1,000 words: £10

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION

· Complete the application form
· Enclose your manuscript 
· For prose, please include a synopsis of the work (this isn’t included in the word count limit)
· Enclose payment. Cheques and postal orders should be made payable to: Literature Wales.
· Applications including payment must be sent by post to Literature Wales (see address below). Email applications will not be accepted.
· We shall acknowledge promptly receipt of your application. 
· Literature Wales cannot accept responsibility for applications which are lost in the post.

YOUR MANUSCRIPT
· Manuscripts must be typewritten, double-spaced, in 12 point font (e.g. Arial), printed on one side of an A4 page only, with each page numbered. Loose sheets, please do not bind.
· Please do not put your name on the manuscript title page or any individual pages. 
· Always keep a copy of what you send: Literature Wales cannot accept responsibility for lost original documents. 

How long will it take?
We will send you a letter of acknowledgement after we have received your application. The Critical Service report will be sent to you within 12 weeks, and the manuscript will be returned to you with the reader’s report. Please do not phone to check progress within this period.



Literature Wales
Chief Executive Lleucu Siencyn, 
4th Floor, Cambrian Buildings, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff CF10 5FL
[bookmark: _GoBack]029 2047 2266 / post@literaturewales.org / www.literaturewales.org



Literature Wales is the national company for the development of literature in Wales. 
Registered Charity Number: 1146560

Literature Wales is supported by the Arts Council of Wales and the Welsh Government.
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