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Please read the following updated guidelines before completing the application form for 2017 Mentoring. 

The Service
Literature Wales’ Mentoring Service for Writers offers support and practical advice to writers, to develop specific work in progress to a publishable standard. 

What can the Service help with?
Writers may ask for assistance to develop a specific piece of work in progress, in which a publisher has already expressed a firm interest. See below for eligible genres.

Support will be provided in the form of a number of face-to-face sessions with an established writer from the same genre, who will be able to offer constructive criticism and suggestions to help take the work forward. (OR a number of occasional remote mentoring sessions). This tutor will be selected, in consultation with the applicant, from a panel of experienced writers established for this purpose. Writers using this Service will be expected to devote time between tutor-sessions in order to make progress on the work.

Eligibility
Application is open to writers who are resident in Wales throughout the year. Writers living outside Wales whose work in progress is in the Welsh language are also eligible to apply. Questions on eligibility should be addressed to Literature Wales before formal application is made. Applicants may need to provide proof of residency, if requested.

Mentoring applications must be endorsed by a publisher. The application will be deemed incomplete and ineligible if you do not have a recommendation or expression of interest from a publisher. [A formal contract with the publisher to publish the work in progress is not a requirement for the Mentoring Service.]

Writers will not be able to use the Service more than once in any three-year period. 

This Service is open to published or unpublished writers but its term cannot run simultaneously with any other Literature Wales Services to Writers, for example a Literature Wales Writer’s Bursary. 


Continued overleaf / ...


Eligible genres:
· Poetry
· Prose
· Creative non-fiction
· Literary criticism
· Children’s literature
· Young Adult fiction
· Graphic novels

Work in progress:
Submit a representative sample of your work in progress, as noted for your genre.
Prose: at least 4000 words of prose (minimum), 10,000 words (maximum) and a synopsis.
i.e. novels, short stories, children’s fiction, pre-teen fiction, young adult fiction, creative non-fiction.
Short Stories:  writers must submit more than one short story, and a synopsis.
Children’s fiction / Young adult fiction: a representative sample of the work in progress and a synopsis.
Poetry: 10 poems (minimum), 15 poems (maximum).
Graphic novels: A representative sample of the work in progress and a synopsis. 


How does funding work?
The Mentoring Service can support up to four writers each year, subject to available funding.
Literature Wales Mentoring Service can pay for the cost of the mentor's time.
For face-to-face meetings, Literature Wales can also pay a contribution to travel costs to and from mentoring meetings, for both applicant and mentor. The usual pattern would be to arrange up to five half-day sessions across an agreed period of time. Payments to mentors and writers being mentored are administered by Literature Wales, and fees are paid upon receipt of a meeting report and completed expenses claim form.
Failure to complete any mentoring sessions mean that expenses will not be paid to the writer being mentored.
If a mentor is unable to complete all mentoring sessions, any outstanding payments will not be made to the mentor.

The decision-making process
There will be an annual closing date. This will be the same as the closing date for Literature Wales Writers’ Bursaries. Applications for Mentoring will be assessed by the Literature Wales Writers’ Bursaries Panel, at the same time as the Writers’ Bursaries applications. The Bursaries Panel usually meets at the end of the assessment period, three months after the closing date (usually in February). Every applicant will be individually informed of the Bursary Panel’s decision within six weeks of the Panel meeting. It is anticipated that decisions will be announced within seven weeks of the Panel meeting (in late March.) If required, reasons for refusal will be given to unsuccessful applicants.

By what criteria will applicants be judged?
The Panel's decisions will be based on a balance of factors:
· the literary quality of the work submitted
· the probability of publication by a bona fide publisher
· the need to encourage a range and diversity of new writing in Wales
· the weight of recommendation from a recognised publisher. Applications cannot be received from potential self-publishers.
· priority will be given to applicants endorsed by Wales-based publishers


How to apply 

Applications should be made on a form available from Literature Wales. Applicants will be asked to submit a sample of the work in progress together with a letter of recommendation from a bona fide publisher. The application will be deemed incomplete and ineligible if you do not have a recommendation or expression of interest from a publisher. [A formal contract with the publisher to publish the work in progress is not a requirement for the mentoring service.] 

Sending your application:
· Applications must be sent by post to Literature Wales (see address below) or may be delivered by hand to Literature Wales’ main office. 
· Email applications will not be accepted.
· Please note there is no facility to accept entries by hand outside core office hours Monday – Friday 9.30 am – 5.00 pm. Late applications will not be accepted.
· It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that an application reaches Literature Wales by the closing date. If an applicant wishes to ensure that an application reaches Literature Wales, they are advised to send via registered post, or deliver in person.
· Literature Wales cannot accept responsibility for applications which are lost in the post.
· We shall acknowledge promptly receipt of your application. Literature Wales cannot take responsibility for the loss of any original documents. 

Closing date for 2017 Mentoring applications:

5.00 pm Friday 28 October 2016

Literature Wales
Mentoring Service for Writers, 
 4th Floor, Cambrian Buildings, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff 
CF10 5FL
tel: 029 2047 2266  
post@literaturewales.org		www.literaturewales.org



What happens next 
The information provided is checked to make sure that the application is eligible for our funding. You will receive an acknowledgement letter. If the application is not eligible, or if the information is incomplete, we will contact you.

Timetable 
Applications open: late summer (early September) 
Applications close: 7 weeks after the opening date (mid - late October)
Annual closing date with one round of applications per annum.
Assessment period: Three months immediately following the closing date (November – January)
Decisions made at the annual Bursaries Panel meeting. (February)
Offers made to successful applicants within four weeks of the Bursaries Panel decision meeting (during February or March).
Every applicant individually informed by letter within six weeks of the Bursaries Panel meeting.
Decisions will be announced within seven weeks of the Bursaries Panel meeting.
Mentoring begins in the new financial year, after mentors have been confirmed. (May / June onwards).
The dates in this timetable may be subject to change.



Literature Wales is the national company for the development of literature in Wales. 
Company Limited by Guarantee. Company number: 07779153
Registered Charity Number: 1146560 
Literature Wales works with the support of the Arts Council of Wales and 
Welsh Government.
Literature Wales Writers’ Bursaries and the Mentoring Scheme are supported by
 The National Lottery through the Arts Council of Wales.
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